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Sharing data saves lives

• Twenty-first century - several major 
global disease outbreaks (SARS, 
H1N1, Ebola, Zika ….) 

• Common characteristic - sharing of 
public health surveillance data leads 
to improved public health action

• Failure to share - very real health 
consequences for individuals and 
communities (MERS-CoV). 
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Essential for Sustainable Development Goals

• Enables regional 
collaborations, capacity 
strengthening, insight 
into public health 
system performance 

• Better public health 
outcomes - a global 
public good  
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Strengthening Data Sharing for Public Health

• Project started in 2014

• ‘How to create the right 
environment and 
achieve good practice’

• Iterative process - wide 
range of leading 
international experts 
and thematic and 
regional roundtables
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Key points    

• All public health surveillance data should be shared as 
necessary to improve and protect public health

• Unacceptable to claim ownership of, or restrict access 
to, data if this decreases potential health benefits 

• Commitment to principles of social beneficence, 
respect, justice and transparency is essential 

• Norm - data to be accessible in timely manner for 
public health action while taking appropriate steps to 
safeguard the privacy of individuals and other 
legitimate public interests 



Home page 



Home page (scrolling down) 



Principles



Content: principle and case studies 



Content: points to consider and resources 



Resource portal
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Digital Disease Detection
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Where are we now?

• ‘Traditional’ public health surveillance

• Largely ‘government-owned’
• Formal, structured, validated, quantitative 
• Laboratory reports etc
• Public health professionals
• Can be slow…..
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Where are we now?

• Digital Disease Detection

• Generally not ‘government-owned’
• Informal, unstructured, not validated, potentially 

inaccurate, biases?
• Multiple sources
• Often unconfirmed
• Can be rapid…..
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Where are we heading?

• New technology?
• Synergy between DDD data sources?
• Legal issues?
• Ethics framework – privacy etc?
• Move from informal to formal?
• Standards?
• Government traction?
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‘We are drowning in information but starved
for knowledge.’  
John Naisbitt (author)



Thank you
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Strengthening data sharing for public health 

Centre on Global Health Security
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• Asha Herten-Crabb

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
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